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Brerurken oF THE CLerey AND Larry. 


We come together I trust, on this occasion, with a common feel- 
ing amoung us, of gratitude to God, for the uninterrupted enjoyment 
io winch our Churches have so generally been permitted to con- 
uue, of the divinely ordoined means of religious knowledge and 
virtue. to no instance has the aiministration of the offices of the 
Church been suspended by the death of their minister, nor I believe, 
for any considerable season, by any other cause. Unhappily we 
cannot say that the disposition to profit by them, has in an in- 
creased degree, characterized the members of our Churches. On 
the coutrary, if in sowe places, a peculiar and extraordinary effort 
of zeal on the part of Ministers, aided by circumstances not gene- 
rally considered to be involved in the requisitions of pastoral obli- 
gation, according to the existing provisions of the Church’s order, 
has been successful in gathering into the house of Ged, such as had 
beea habitually but little there, yet must we be painfully aware of 
no small relaxation, in general, of the regard due to religious things, 
in our community, as the effect of the absorbing interest of couflict- 
ing civil polities; nor can we bui regret the diversion, which has 
thus, to no small extent been occasioned, of the sensibility and 
wunificence of many, from the institutions and benevolences of 
the Church, in favour of claims, seeming to have come irresistibly 
into competition with theirs. They who are consistently anxious 
for the Church, and the honour and eflect of its offices, cannot, in- 
deed, but moarn the evil influence on them, which has come from 
the present unhappy political state of our country. Yer is it mani- 
festly their duty, to strive and hope and pray, that the evil may 
be arrested by the interposition of grace from above; and that he, 
by whom the whole body of the Church is governed and sanctified, 
will turn the hearts of men to things pertaining to his glory and 
their peace. The Clergy it is affectionately hoped, will uot be dis- 
couraged by the state of things to which I allude, from the utmost 
exertion of godly jealousy for the Charch. The need of their 
office, in such a season, is increased rather than, as it might seem, 
diminished—and their increased vigilance is required, “that the fire 
be ever burning upon the altar—that it never go out.” He whe 
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promised that he will be with his Church to the end of the world, 
and that where two or three are gathered together in bis name, he 
will be in the mid-t of them, forbid- them to tear the inefficacy, 
even under the worst circumstances, of their exertion of a pure 
holy, and prudeut zeal for his honour and cause. Withheld from the 
sceves of political party strife, their coutinual presence among their 
people, with instant application to the spiritual need of which they 
may themselves be more than ordinarily uumindful, cannot but be 
blest; aud all who do not absolutely renounce the Saviour and his 
faith, will be moved by their counsel of moderation, peace, and 
charity, and of pious resort to God with penitence and prayer, to be 
yet a remnant in the land, for whose sake the Lord will bless and 
save it. Great undoubtedly, and almost insuperable, is our dis- 
couragement, my Reverend Brethren, when the minds of even the 
devout and heretofore zealous among our people, are tempted to 
merge their conceru for the things that are God’s, in their zeal 
of political controversy—when the sensibilities habitually and 
chiefly indulged, are forcibly exclusive of all such as the Gospel 
bids its believers cultivate—when by the example and precepi of 
parents, the young of our congregations are bidden to loose them- 
selves from all restraints but those of party, in the strife of civil 
politics, and scarecly any of them will be withheld from the devyo- 
tion of themselves soul and body, to that, which utterly incapable 
as they may be of estimating its merits, is taken to be the para- 
mount interest of their existence. With respect to this last kind 
of evil, in particular, in which it is impossible that we sbould not 
see the very ruin, in a moral point of view, of the community, 
(and fromthe moral, | know not how to separate the temporal,) it 
becomes us to forego no exertion which is possible. Some control 
even of the unseasonable ardour of the young, who in our pastoral 
capacity are related to us, we may, by affectionate intercourse with 
them, prudently sought and conducted, be permitted to exercise: 
and if the fear of God, can by our instrumentality be induced to 
be received or retained, as the prevailing principle of their aetion, 
we may yet see, when God in his mercy shall bid the warring passions 
of our brethren to be still, and restore peace to our sorely distracted 
community, that the influence of our ministry had not been in vain 
exerted, upou either individual or social happiness. 

The moral influence of our office, however, upon the young, 
whether affected or not by the present state of our country, I can- 
not but here take occasion to remark, is far from being such as the 
best interests of the Chureh, and of society, require that it should be. 
The fault, Ethink, is much our own; consisting in our withholding 
ourselves too much from such intercourse with them, as might, 
through personal regard, constrain their willing and affectionate 
submissiou of themselves to our counsel as their religious instruc- 
tors--and our permitting ourselves, perhaps, to be too easily dis- 
couraged, from the most important expedient, of academical schools, 
connected, wherever circumstances will possibly admit of it, with 
our Churches. ‘The day has passed, in which the error can influ- 
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ence the minds of any, in a distinct portion of the Christian body, 
of an aversion to sectarian influence, in the conduct of acadewical 
ejucation. Experience has demonstrated, that without this, there is 
no religious influence of public education whatever; and it is time 
that all denominations severally, should see, as some have always 
seen, that the office of ministers of religion, will be comparatively 
of little avail, until the religion of which they are in their respective 
spheres, the recognised and authorised teachers, shall be incorpora- 
ted with the instruction of schools, subjected, iu a reasonable degree, 
to their inspection and control, under their respective and peculiar 
pastoral auspices. 

Such, whatever may be its estimation with others, is the convic- 
tion of my mind, long entertained and continually more and more 
confirmed. My inability, from circumstances, to act practically 
upou it, is amoung the most p abatul subje cts of reflec lion, oce upying 
me, in the probably almost finished course assigned me, of active 
service in the winistry. Parochial schools for the young of the con- 
gregation, I wish to be understood to mean, would in my sincere 
persuasion, be, of the first importance, wherever circamstances 
would admit of them, to the Church avd to the moral interest of 
society. 

Ihave need of your indulgence, Brethren, for having detained 
you with these few, somewhat desultory, and probably unimportant 
observations, from the more proper business of this Address. 

Proceeding to lay before you, the business of the Church: in the 
Diocese, as affected by my relation to it, and its duties, I have to re- 
port official visitation, extended, since the last Convention, to Trin- 
ity Church, Edisto Island; to St. Bartholomew's Parish ; St. Luke’s 
Parish; Prince William’s; Prince George, Winyaw Parish; St. 
John’s Colleton; St. Helena’s Parish, Beaufort ; and on St. Helena 
Island; St. David’s Church, Cheraw; Grace Church, Camden; 
Trinity Church, Columbia; and St. Matthew’s Parish. These two 
last were visited, without the notice required by the Canon; the 
first as being without the services of a set'le d minister; the other as 
lying in my “way, in returning to the City by a hurried journey, after 
having attended the General Convention, at New-York. 

Although to the interruption of your attention to things of more 
importance, I cannot here forbear to express the sense I have, of the 
kind and friendly accommodation extend. d to me, on this journey, 
as before, from the interior of the Diocese to the City, with the use, 
from one station to another, of the most convenient and agreeable 
means of conveyance. It would be unacceptable to individuals 
from whom this kindness was received, that I should mention 
them. They will permit me to say, that, as in the uniform ex- 
perience of the most friendly and considerate hospitality every 
where, the labour of my duty has been always facilitated and cheer- 
ed, so, in this instance, [| have the most affectionate acknowledg- 
ments to make, of kindness not to be forgotten. 

Confirmation has been administered, at Edisto; at Grahamville, 
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in St. Luke’s* Parish; at Georgetown, Prince George Winyaw ; a: 
John’s Island, St. John’s Colleton; at St. Helena’s Church, Beau- 
fort;* at St. Helena’s Church, St. Helena Island; at St Divid's, 
Cheraw ; and at Grace Church, Camden. The annual confirma. 
tion rng for the Churches ot the Ciry, was held in St. P hilip’s 
Church, iw December. The whole number confirmed is 24%, 

On the oceasion of my visiting Prince William’s Parish, service 
was held at Sheldon Church; and at McPuersonville a Chaye! 
was consecrated, bearing the name of Sheldon Chapel, McPherson- 
ville, which affords evidence of an encouraging spirit of pious 
muniticence, among the members of our Church in that Parish. 

It is hoped that the temper of the times, to which [ have referred, 
may not obstruct its perfect completion in the spring of this yeur, 
The expenditure necessary for the decent aud comfortable accow- 
modation of the offices of the Church, and of the people in attend- 
ing them, should not be foregone, except for circumstances unavord- 
ably and indispensably requiring it. The comparatively su || 
amount which is expended on our houses of worship in the summer 
places of resort, way be afforded, it would seem, without any un- 
reasonable or inconvenient demand, upon individual resources, 

At summerville also, the very neat and commod:ous Church, erce- 
ted there the year before, was consecrated in June, by the aime of 
St. Paul’s Church, Summerville. This building reflects the greatest 
credit on the taste and liberality of those concerned in its erection. 

The Chureh at Camden, which is an evidence of a very generous 
zeal among a few people of our Communion, aud of praise worthy 
exertion on the part of the minister who serves them, was conse: 
crated in November; the name having been given to it, of Grace 
Church, Camden. In few instances, have the resources of a small 
and newly organized congregation, been more liberally exerted, 
than inthis. he Church, of brick, is of very convenient size and 
well proportioned: and the whole structare is as ornamental to the 
town, as creditable to its proprietors. 

I cannot forbear in passing, und as in connection with the men- 
tion of this Church, to ad tuce the instance, which here, has justified, 
in addition to the very many others, the claim of the Society for 
the advancement of Christianity in South Carolina, to be honoured 
by the members of our Church, for the efficient beneficence exerted 
by it, in conformity with its design and name. The assistance given 
by the Society to the Charch in Camden, in supporting a minister, 
while the expensive enterprize of erecting for themselves a place 
of worship, was in hand, has conduced greatly to the animation 
and energy necessary to the completion of their design. This es 
cellent institution, should not be denied the patronage of any mem 
ber of the Church in South-Curolina, who can afford to give it. I! 
is but little that it asks from any. 

The ordinations to be reported to you, are that of Mr, A. Glen- 
nie, during the sitting of the last annual convention, and not thie: 
officially reported, a Deacon; and that of Mr. C, E, Leaveret! 


*>At Grahamville, St. Luke’s, the number confirmed was 46, and at Reanfort.7 
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on letters dimissory from the Eastern Diocese, also a Deacon, in 
December. Mr. M’Elberan ot St. Helena Island, was adnatred to 
Priest’s orders in January, on a title from the Vestry of the Church 
on that Island. Mr. Gleonte has been admitted to triest’s orders in 
the presence of this Convention. Tio: iy be proper ralso to report here 
the ordination of Mr. Ford of Augusia, a Priest, in May last, as 
an instance of duty, done in contormity with my enugavement to 
administer Episcopal offices in and for the Diocese of Georgia. 

Mr. Glennie, is serving the Churches in All Saint’s Parish, Vac 
camaw; and Mr. Leverett, it is hoped, will be employed as a mis- 
sionary of the Society for the Adeuhes ‘ment of Christianity, at 
Greenville, where the Chureh has been made vacant by the resig- 
nation of the Rev. P. H. Folker. 

In addition to the Candicotes for Orders reported last year, it 
has been gratifying to find myself authorized to register, in the 
course of the year, three others, viz: Mr. N. B. Screven, Mr. 
Stephen Elliott, Jun., and Mr. Benjamin Webb. The whole num- 
ber now, of Candidates for Orders, belonging to the Diocese, is seven, 

Since the last Convention, no vacaney has occurred in the Dio- 
cese, eXcept that mentioned above, of the Church at Greenville. 
The impertant and interesting station of Trinity Church, Columbia, 
still remains unoccupied, although many efforis have beeu mac: io 
procure for it, a suitable Clergyman. Mr. Shand, a candidate for 
Orders, it is contemplated, will be licensed to serve it, for the pres- 
ent. with the assent of its vestry, as a Lay reader. The Church at 
Pendleton, also vacant, will probably be served by a Deacon of the 
Diocese, to be admitted soon to Holy Orders. St. James’ Santee, 
and St. Mark’s, Clarendon, remain unsupplied. St. Stephen's 
Chapel, inthis City, having been for soine time served by the Rev. 
Mr. Mitchell, by a temporary engagement, is now vacant by his de- 
clining to officiate there. 

It will be seen by reports of some of the Clergy, when they sha 
be read to you, that attention, in several instances, has been : n lo 
the religious instruction of the coloured people, as an obligatory 
part of pastoral duty. I will take oceasion to repeat what ti bo ve 
often expressed, my deep and sincere impression of the tndispensa- 
ble obligation of this labour of love, where circumstances wi! at 
alladmit of it. Lam not unaware of its difficulties and diseour ce- 
ments. But they cannot be justly considered as insuperable. 
While the spiritual and moral welfare of these people, is sacredly, 
according to our office, our concern, the benefit to the social and 
civil state, from Christian instruction, judiciously and sound!y sme- 
parted to them, cannot but give it strong claims to our anxious re- 
gard. It is a matter of perfectly authentic fact, in relation to this 
population, as well in all the British colonies in America, as in (he 
States, since their independence, that in every point of view, this ex- 
ertion, in their behalf, of Christian benevolence, by the ministers of 
our Church, has been blessed with happy results. 

I have nothing further specially relating to the state of the Dio- 
cese and Episcopal acts within the Conventional year, to bring be- 
fore you at present. 
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In referring, as usual, to the General Theological Seminary of 
our Church, it is grateful to report its number of pupils to have 
undergone a considerable increase. It exceeds now what it hus 
ever been. The zeal and assiduity of the faculty of this most jm. 
portant institution, need not be remarked on. The Church justly 
reposes in them a perfect confidence, and cannot make an extravya. 
gant estimate of the importance of their services. The order and 
discipline of the institution, as well as the completeness and regu. 
larity of its business, have been the subject of gratifying observation 
and testimony to the General Convention of our Church, held jn 
October last in New-York. It is to be regretted that the expenses 
of the institution, exceed, in a considerable amount, its income, 
The danger of ruinous encroachment on the principal of funds, 
affording an interest inadequate to the annual expenditure of the 
Trustees, as economically regulated as it can be, in any consistency 
with what is necessary to the respectability and welfare of the 
Seminary, presents a strong consideration in favour of # plan of 
temporary parochial collections, which has been proposed and recon. 
mended; and inthe accomplishment of which, some of the Churches 
of New-York and Philadelphia, have generously led the way. Ir js 
hoped we shall not be found wanting in the disposition, to contri- 
bute in the saine manner, to the exigencies of an institution of such 
immense importance to the Church. In the present unhappy state 
of our community, however, we shall be reasonably excused from 
soliciting such an expression of the benevolent sensibilities of our 
people. If the Church in this Diocese must, for the preseut, do less 
than it desires, forthe institution, the fidelity of its attachment to its 
interests, will not, it is hoped, be suspected; or its willingness, in 
proportion to its comparatively limited ability, still to exert itself 
for their effectual promotion and security. It has experienced its 
benefits, and in gratitude to “the author of every good and perfect 
gift,” owns in such benefits, its claim on a persevering devotion to 
its welfure. 

The General Convention of our Church, held in October Jast, 
found itself called to exercise its solemn responsibilities on matters 
of more than ordinary interest. Its deliberations were given to 
issue in a disposal of the perplexing question, especially, of the case 
of the Episcopate of Ohio, which it is hoped will be blessed with 
peace and advantage to that Diocese, without any consequences in- 
jurious to the interests of sound order and discipline in the Church 
at large. The determination of the House of Clerical and Lay- 
Delegates, to sign the testimonials of the person elected to fill the 
Diocesan chair, which Bishop Chase had held, was made to rest, 
after much and protracted discussion, on the ground, that the latter 
by his abandonment of it, and his removal from the Diocese, had 
thus made his place actually vacant. The other house did not 
consent, on this ground, to the consecration desired. They were 
unwilling that the relinquishment of the Episcopal Charge, in any 
instance, whether by resignation, not previously consented to by the 
General Convention, or by abandonment, should be recognized and 
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declared, as sufficient to create a vacancy of Diocesan jurisdiction. 
The ground, there fore, which they took for their proceeding, was 
that, sumply, of a necessity existing, for which they could see no other 
way of providing, but by the consecration of auother in the place 
of Bishop Chase, 'o exercise the office of Bishop of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in Ohio. They determined at the same time, not 
to proceed to such consecration, unless a Canon should be passed, 
that should provide, fur the future, the way in which Diocesan re- 
signations should be restrained and regulated ; and thus secure the 
Church against the evil of precedent, in the case that had been so 
distressingly im question. 

A revision of the whole code of the Canons of the Church, with 
the addition of new ones, was also, an important circumstance of 
the business of this Convention, ‘That imperfections of legislation 
will be found in this proceeding, is not improbable: but perfect 
human legislation is no where, nor under any circumstances. to be 
expected. Let us hope that what has thus been done, will be found, 
on the whole, an amelioration of our practical discipline and order, 
aud combine our efforts, to make it available, to the increased 
strength aud harmony of our institutions. 

The Canons of the Church, let me here take occasion to remark, 

as revised and re-enacted, should be, as much as possible, conveyed 
to the knowledge of its members generally. It has been often 
found, an occasion of no little trouble and embarrassment to those 
ippotnted to conduct the business of the Diocese, that these rules 
of necessary order, are entirely overlooked as to some of their most 
esseatial provisions. ‘This has been, especially the case, in relation 
tothe requisitions respecting Candidates for Holy Orders. The 
necessity of objecting to irregularities committed, has, tt may not 
uureasouably be apprehended, sometimes occasioned dissatisfac- 
uon, Where the fault has been wholly that of others than officers of 
the Church. Let me be permitted earnestly to request, that the 
Ciergy of the Diocese, in whom a want of acquaintance with the 
Canons, is inexcuseable, will make it their indispensable duty, to 
kuow in all respects, what the Church requires to be observed, as its 
regulations, by common cousent, in General Convention, established. 
Ou my part, | shall continue, as I have been, strictly and invariably 
teuacious of an exact compliance with them—and I cannot but feel 
persuaded, that my Brethren will prefer such a course, to one, which 
more accommodating, might loosen the bonds of unity, and intro- 
duce disorder, where all are equally hound, with sacred care, to ex- 
clude it. 
_It is proper, before dismissing the subject of the late General 
Coavention, to refer you to certain proposed alterations in the Book 
of Common Prayer, which will be found on its Journal. ‘The 
sense of the Church in this Diocese, in relation to them, will be 
required to be expressed at the next Triennial Convention. 

Detaining you no longer from the business for which you have 
assembled, [ commend you, in the conduct of it, to Him, the favour- 
ing presence of whose sanctifying spirit, we have implored. 


NATHANIEL BOWEN 








73 A Page jroma Sermon. 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 
A PAGE FROM A SERMON, 
Delivered on the Sunday preceding the late day recommended by 
Proclamation to be observed as a day of Fasting, Humiliation and 
Prayer, from the words. 
‘And when they heard thereof, they said God forbid.” —Luke, xx, 16. 





That they repent and turn from their evil, is thea the first means 
to which the laws of the universal moral governor, call the anxious 
attention of a people threatened with the ruinous visitation of hi 
judgments. If in their prosperity they had forgottea God, aud vv. 
come more the worshippers of mammon than of him, they muy 
repent them of this their perverseness and ingratitade, and retury 
to the service and obedience of him the true and only God. If iy 
the prosecution of the things of tiue, those of eternity have beey 
forgotten, U for the objects of temporal gain, aggrandizemeut, aw- 
bition aud pleasure, ali the obligat.ons of piety, benevolence and 
humauity, have beeu forgotten, or made of secondary aud infertor im- 
portunce—they must deeply rcpent them of this their delasion and 
wickediess, and make all the pursuits of earth and time, subser- 
vient (0 those of heaven and eternity. If the obligatious of the 
civil and social relations have been sacrificed to the little interests 
of self; if the spirit of party has been suffered, with its poisonous 
influence, to exclude from their minds all regard to the real honou 
and iuterests of their country, and involve them in feuds and cov- 
tests, where all the angry, t aliguant, and revengeful passions, wer 
summoned tu the utmost exertion of their ignoble and debasing 
power, they must awake to their true civil duues and interests, aod 
resulve to pursue them with renewed and greater faithfulness. Ii 
the success with which he had blessed their industry aud en- 
terprize, has been perverted, and abused to every criminal and liceu- 
tous exerss in its enjoyment, they must deeply feel. the shame ot 
of this, and remember, that as it is the Lord who giveth thenr power 
to get wealth, so, to his honour, and tothe interests of virtue and bis 
kingdom, it must be consecrated. If the social and domestic vir 
tues have been choked by the deceitfulness of riches, the cares ol 
business, and the pleasures of fashionable licentiousuess, if fidelity 
and righteous dealing, benevolence and brotherly kindness, on their 
true principle, have bees: too little known among them; if the young, 
unrestrained and undisciplined, have been abandoned to the ruin to 
which their passions (inflawed by depraved pamperers, and evry 
Vitiating and demoralizing association that the ingenuity of vice 
can coutrive,) betray them—ignorant of their Creator, untaught in 
the true interests and destinies of their rational and immortal na- 
ture; if in these great particulars of the well known law and wil! 
of God, they have been wanting, they must in all these particulars, 
deeply repent tem of their sinfulnes-, and sincerely resolve in 2 
thorough reformation, to bring forth the worthy and acceptable trui's 
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of repentance. But above all, if they have not reverenced the Son 
of God, sent to them with the message of the Father’s pleasure, 
but have either rejected his faith, or falsely professed, or slightly 
and superticially entertained it; not doing the things, which he 
commands them, neither honouring his sacraments and ordinances, 
nor walking in his precepts, neither fleeing for refuge as sinners to 
his cross, nor standing in awe of the terrors of his coming, for which 
ie had bid them prepare and watch, for this, above all, must they 
humble themselves before the throne of mercy, and pour out at its 
footstool, the fulness of penitential sorrow. They must resolve to 
enlist themselves, sincere and faithful followers, under the banuer of 
this ouly captain of th. world’s salvation, well aware what that 
word meaneth, which the spirit hath given forth, not to return void, 
to the throne from which it issued:—“ The nation ana kingdom that 
will not serve him, shall perish, yea those nations shall be utterly 
wasted.” 

To the humiliation of heart, which, sincere and deep, is accom- 
panied with effectual purposes of amendment of their ways, the 
Christian people, devoutly deprecating the miseries of continued 
visitations of judgment from Heaven, will join sincere, frequent, and 
fervent prayer. ‘To them who have faith in God, much more to 
them who have the faith which the scriptures teach, it belongs to 
have full confidence in this, as a means of Common mercies and 
blessings from the Lord. Christians know, because the Scriptures 
teach, that in the day of their calamity “men ought always to pray 
and not to faint,” that they should ‘‘call upon God in the day of 
trouble, pour out their hearts before him and to him commit their 
cause.” But they know that the prayer that alone will be accepted 
at the throne of God, must be founded in true holiness of heart and 
righteousness of purpose. They know “that God heareth not sin- 
uers: but that if any are worshippers of God and do his will, them 
he heareth.” They know that when “ men ask and receive not, it 
must because they ask amiss, that they may consume upon their 
lusts” or some unhallowed pursuit, or purpose, or solicitude, the 
favours which they supplicate. 

With clean hands and a pure heart, then, will the people ap- 
proach the God who heareth prayer, who earnestly deprecate the 
evils, which seem, in the course of the divine dispensations, to await 
them. ‘Then are they prepared for the due exertion of their re- 
suurces of temporal strength. Whatever of these is left them, is 
with a pious and really repentant people, the germ of a new pros- 
verity, springing up in the last extreme of their depression. To 
the exertion of them, there is no adequate excitement but in hope, 
still animated, active and strong. But how, in the mind of a Chris- 
‘tan people, can hope so exist under their afflictions, but as found- 
ed in their faith and prayer: their faith in the mercy for sin, which 
God so abundantly, through Christ, has proclaimed and insured— 
ind their prayer out of an humble and contrite heart, that that 
merey may be their portion. In such faith and o then, my 

) 


GOSs. MESS.-—VOL. X. 











75 A Page from a Sermon. (Marchi, 


brethren, God forbid that the people of which we are part, should 
not find the foundation of hope towards him—sufficient for the try. 
ing diy of their necessity. Despondency can in no wise become 
them. ‘They yet are favoured of the Lord with much, on which, if 
they are not faithless to themselves and him, they may rest the an- 
ticipation of a happier and more cheerful day to their country, 
than that in which they at present live. It is impossible for us as 
Christians to doubt, that the gooducss of Heaven by which we 
have, in past periods of our experience, been so greatly blessed, 
may still give us to rejoice in a new and brighter day of pros. 
perity. God forbid that we should cast away our hope in hin! 
Do we unite, with one accord, aud with all our hearts, in this seuti- 
ment? Then let us be mindful that our hope towards God, can have 
no proper foundation, but in our humiliation, supplications and all 
energetic virtue: and let it, atthe same time be remembered, that a 
people’s humiliation, penitence and renewed holiness, are those of 
the individuals which compose it. Let each individual, therefore, 
be roused to the sense of the part he has to act, in order, to his 
country’s deliverance and happiness, in the day of the Lord’s dis- 
pleasure and judgments resting on it. It is a common illusion, 
that individuals, in such circumstances, can do nothing. Brethren 
let us be otherwise persuaded! ‘To individuals it belongs to do 
every thing, when a community is to be blessed by the repentance, 
pravers and pious fortitude of its members. Remember, the mercy 
of Jehovah, promised at the intercession of his holy servant, to the 
devoted cities of the plain. Uf I find ten righteous, within the 
City then will I spare all the piace for their sakes. 'Yhere is en- 
couragement to believe that an influence of really righteous pur- 
pose, in but comparatively few instances formed into character, 
and systematically, with exemplary energy exerting itself in the 
scenes of individual life, may so diffuse itself, as gradually to leaven 
the whole moral state of a community, in a manner the most favour- 
able to its happivess and welfare. Would to heaven, then, the pur- 
pose could be this day formed by individuals, as well for their coun- 
try’s sake as their own souls’, that “as forthem they and their houses 
will serve the Lord,” with a new and more faithful devotion; that as 
for them they will follow only that which is good in the sight of God, 
putting utterly away from them, all that by conscience, reason and 
the word of God, they know to be inconsistent with his pleasure ; that 
as for them, no example shall be had in their actions, conversation, 
habits, manners, for aught that is not pure, holy, just, merciful, and 
in all respects conturmable to the evangelical law of trath, and of 
* glory to God on high, and peace and good wiilto men.” Brethren 
would no effect follow upon au enterprize of genuine Christian virtue 
thus eutered upon by individuals ?—Would no blessing influence ex- 
tend itself from them into society ’—Would the example of purity of 
life and manners —humble walking with God in his appointed ordi- 
nanves—generous elevated integrity of principle and sentiment per- 
vading all the intercourse aud transactions of life—active lively 
interest in the relief of all accessible moral and temporal misery, 
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resolute Christian domestic institution and discipline, intrepid as- 
sertion of the claims of God, and the interests of truth, virtue, and 
humanity, and firm discountenance against vice and depravity, 
however fashionable and honourable, with the ignorant unthinking 
world, would no effect follow from such determined exertion of 
conscious obligation in the example, and the measures and dis- 
course, of a comparatively small number of its members, upon the 
interests and condition of a community? Would no blessing trom 
the Lord for their sakes, extend itself from them over the whole un- 
happy guilty mass of a people, seemingly as vessels of wrath fitted 
fur destruction?) These interrogatories are submitted, and wil! find 
perhaps an auswer, accompanied at least in some minds with some 
solicitude to be governed by it, in the formation of the purpose to 
which they point. They are left with you, as matter that will vot, 
perhaps, be r jected from your meditations, at a season sacred to a 
more than ordinary engagement of the mind, with the “ things 
which belung to our peace.” 
——f 
FOR THE GOSPEL MFSSENGER. 
ESSAY ON THE LIFE AND CHARACTER OF BISHOP DEHON. 


The essay onthe life and character of Bishop Dehon, by the 
Rev. Dr. Gadsden, which has recently been issued from the press 
of A. E. Miller, has been hailed with cordial satisfaction and grati- 
tude. No member of the Church among us, can fail, on reading it, 
toudmit the claim of its pious and disinterested author, to his 
thanks, for putting the public in possession of a biographical por- 
traiture, so replete with interest and instruction. Perhaps no work 
of individual ecclesiastical biography, has ever appeared in the 
United States, superior to this, either in value orin beauty. Ina 
style admirably adapted to this species of writing, perfectly chaste 
clear and unaffected, the reverend author has disposed of materials 
furnished by a life of unhappily very abbreviated space, and, which 
had admitted of very little variety or extent of action, so as to 
make it indisputably apparent, that to the lot of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in South-Carelina, it was given, to have in the 
most distinguished service of her sanctuary, one of the greatest 
and best men, to whom the United States have given birth. The 
wealth which she almost unconsciously held in her possession, in 
the moral, and intellectual character of Bishop Dehon, is displayed, 
in a manner, which cannot but awaken av emotivn almost of won- 
der; while it is calculated to deepen the regret, still lingering about 
the memory of this most beloved and valued servant of God. It 
is not the purpose of this communication, to review or praise the 
work of Dr. Gadsden. It needs no praise; and it would require an 
elaborate review to do it justice. There ore, however, two circum- 
stances, comprising in them, much of the best excellence of this 
kind of writing—I mean ecclesiastical and religious biography— 
so prominent in this specimen of it, that | cannot but advert to 
them. ‘The first, is, the perfect unity and identity, or keeping, as it 
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is called, which pervades the whole, exhibiting in the subject of the 
Memoir, from first to last, the same leading features of mind and 
heart, character and action. Indeed, a more interesting instance of 
consistency, from childhood even tothe utmost maturity of life, and 
in death, will rarely, if ever, be found among the best of merely 
human beings, than is here, on ample authority, pluced before us, 
The other circumstance alluded to, is the continual interspersion 
with the narrative and delimeation, of reflections and opiniors, 
always modestly, and most unassumingly conveyed, calculated, 
while they agreeably diversify the exercise of attention, to minister 
highly valuable instruction to every class of readers. 

In the correctness of bis information, as to the facts of Bishop 
Dehon’s biography, the author is believed, to be, in general, entire- 
ly beyond the reach of question. There is, however, oue com- 
paratively unimportant circumstance, in which, it is thought, 
he will not be unwilling to be told that he has been in error, 
He asserts, that the Society for the Advancement of Christianity 
in South-Carolina, originated with Bishop Dehon, p. 223. It is 
known that it originated with his immediate predecesssor in the 
Rectorshin of St. Michael’s Church. He, for some time before 
his resignation of that charge, had conversed with mauy _per- 
sons on the subject of forming such an institution. His very 
multiplied engagements, and, perhaps, bis distrust of the sui- 
ficiency of his general influence, had occasioned a delay of his 
fondly cherished purpose, until he found himself no lounger at 
liberty to act publicly with lis brethren of the Church, in this 
Diocese. In April 1510, however, when on the eve of his depar- 
ture with his family to New-York, be proposed to a few persons, 
Clergymen and others, to meet him at the house of the Rev. Mr. 
Simons (having himself, then, no residence in the City,) for the pur- 
pose of taking incipient steps, in relation to a Society, the object 
of which should be, the creation of «a fund for missionary and other 
good expedieats for the improvement and extension of the interests 
of the Church in the State. They entered with kind sympathy into 
the wishes he communicated to them; and signed their names to a 
paper* which he had prepared, expressing in general terms, the de- 
sign contemplated, and agreed to procure a meeting of members of 
the Church, immediately after his departure, to take it into con- 
sideration, and if possible carry it into effect. Atthis meeting, ap- 
pointed to be held after the departure of the mover of it, from 
Charleston,t Dr. D. himself, at the instance of the individual refer- 
red to, consented to be present. He gave his presence, and was 
happily instrumental of the admirable organization of the Society 
for the Advancement of Christianity, which soon took place. ‘lo 
him it fell to influence the members of our Church generally in fa- 


* This paper has not been found. It was in the possession of the Rev. Mr. 
Simons. 


+ Dr. Gadsden the author of the Essay, was also at this time absent, having ac- 
companied Dr. 8. as far as Virginia, where he expected to receive Priest's Orders 
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sour of this excellent benevolence; and to him it was greatly and 
iudeed chiefly owing, that the Society soon grew into the mpor- 
tance, Which from Isi0. until vow, has enabled ut continu: lly mere 
and more, to help the edification of the Chureh, and the advance- 
nent of pamela Chinstiooiy in South-Carolina. This account rests 
ona personal Kuowledge of facts; and is given by oue who was a 
charer in the transacuous in which the Society, as above stated, had 
yeorgip. ‘The design was formed by anuther, although carried into 
fect. by the zeal, wisdom ovd influence of Dr. Dehon. The au- 
rior of this -t-tement would this riven it, but weder » perieet 
» susstou ‘katate ‘midetract wottiay from the just elaine of Bis’ op 
Dehon, to be always had in honour, for bis imestimable servicers to 
the Chureh in South-Carolina. E. C. A. 
SS 
LECTURES ON THE DIVINE ATTRIBUTES 
Lecrure UL—On the Wisdom of God. 
(Continued from page 40.) 

The wisdom of the Deity may be illustrated by metaphysical 
reumeuts, ead by those which are derived frog a) examination of 
his works. ‘The metaphysical arguaents were very briefly sit ted 
ithe first leerure. They were vot dwelt upon, becouse they are 
yo! readily comprehended—they are tuteresting toe very tow persons 
uly—an: they do not affeet the he art, like those e wsiderations 


whieh address vs through the mediuns of the senses. 1 ce wisdom 
exemplified ta the works of creation aud pre viccnee, i the theme 
/ ionumerable volumes. todeed the treatises on oo iural philuso- 


phy, aud watural history io their several branches, whether they re- 
late to the visible heavens, earth, or ocean—to the sciences of ve- 
lozy, mineralogy, botany, or zoology ia its endless variety, what 
ire they but so many witnesses, bearing testimony to the wisdom 
f the Creator and Governor of all things. Wai-dom, that is intel- 


ligent action, or action with design, ts a property of ev« ronal 
beng. But in the human nature, the traces of it are “how cad var 
between,” while in the divine nature, it shines with iver cloud- 


ed and intense Justre. It is a sun which never sets. Tnfallibsiny 
belongs to God only, and therefore he is called in the Holy Se:ip- 
tures “the only wise God.” And he chooses those menus wiich 
are sure in their effect—which will unerringly accomplish his pur- 
pose whether it be in the kingdom of nature, or of erace Tp a 
discourse like the present, we must be content with o few speci a- 
tions, and these, scarcely more than glanced at. 

i. Consider the Sun—the many purposes which if is unceasingly 
eflectuating. Its light, what a fonntain of happiness extau-tiess, 
ind all pervading! At its return the plant ceases to drocyp, the 
bird sings, the quadruped bleats or bellows, the humen heart is en 
uvened, and even material nature in sympathy puts on tts gayest 
‘ints—the heavens and the earth are clad in gold and purple—er 
the rainbow rises in its uuequalled sublimity and beauty. 
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From the same Sun issue the streams of heat, not less essentj,) 
to the existence of organized and vegetable life, and promoting jy 
so many ways the well being of both, the animate and inanimate 
creation. Here too is the great central power, by which the wheels 
of the planetary world are set in motion, its harmony secured, aud 
the benefit of suns and systems in spheres beyond it, advanced, 

Turn now to the Ocean and trace there the wise adaptation of 
this means to its many ends, all valuable, all subservient to the ben- 
efit of God’s creatures. Here is the source, both of salt water and 
fresh, and thus the minister of health and sustenance to every form 
of life. Here is the medium of communication between distayt 
regions, and thus the promoter of knowledge, and of the common 
happiness. “It is always regarded (says Abernethy*) as an excel- 
leucy in any work, the more various its regular appearauces are, 
and the greater simplicity there is in the manuer of producing thew, 
When every several effect has a several particular cause, this gives 
no pleasure to the spectator as not discovering contrivance; but that 
work is beheld with admiration, as the result of deep counsel, 
which is complicated in its parts, and yet simple in its operation, 
where a great variety of effects are seen to arise from ove princi- 
ple operating uniformly. ‘This is the true character of the works 
of God: for instance gravitation which causes the regular motion 
of the planets—the descent of vapours in refreshing rains—i\y 
perpetaal flux of rivers—the ebbing and flowing of the sea—the 
stability of the earth, and is the foundation of all human mechanical 
arts. This simple cause is evidently an active force, and therefore 
cannot be ascribed to inatter which is wholly inactive. It must be 
attributed to God—the first mover, as his work.” 

» Il. Consider some of the wise provisions in the vegetable king- 
dom. ‘Such vegetables as are weak and nut able to support them- 
selves readily and naturally, remarks Derham,t make use of the 
help of their neighbours, embracing and climbing up upon them, 
and using them as crutches to their feeble bodies. Some by their 
odd convolving faculty, by twisting themselves, like a screw about 
others; some advancing themselves, by catching and holding with 
their curious claspers and tendrils equivalent to the hands; some 
by striking in their rooty feet; and others by the emission of a 
natural glue, closely and firmly adhering to something or other that 
administers sufficient support unto them.” There are plants, is 
countries subject to drought, which contain not only moisture 
enough to supply their own vegetation and wants, but afford drink 
also, both to man and other creatures, when the waters every whiere 
fail. The leaves of the wild Pine are channelled to catch and con- 
vey water down to the reservatory which is closed at top to hinder 
evaporation. It has threads by which the seed is attached and held 
fast to the boughs of other trees, and when it sprouts the stalk rises 
perpendicular, so that the water in the cistern may not fall out. 
The Bejuce in China, has its end hanging downwards, and wher 


*Vol, i. p. 273. t Derham’s Physico Theology. p. 415, 423 
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is cut, a spout of water clear as crystal runs out, enough for six 
or eight men. It is the common relief of the herdsman on the 
mountains. The Waterwitch of Jamaica grows on dry hills where 
po water is to be met with, and affords pler ntifully a lhanpid, inno- 
cent and refreshing water, on being cut into pieces two or three 
yards long. The same property, says Mr. Ray, belongs to the Birch 
tree In eurly spring. 

lll. Let us consider some of the properties of the animal econo- 
my. ‘The body is fitted for its appointed sphere of action, thus the 
beast for the land, the bird for the air, the fish for the water, and 
the amphibious for both land and water, each alternately being its 
habitation. Wings would encumber the Ox, but without them the 
Eagle would pe rish, for it could not seize its prey. The tins of the 
ish are as necessary as the feelers of the insect. The reptile could 
yot move with the needful rapidity, but for that remarkable power 
of muscle—of dilitation and contractions, which is not necessary 
io the walking animal. ‘Some have to walk over glass or other 
smooth surfaces, and therefore have sharp hooked nails,* or skin- 
uy palms to their feet, to enable them to stick on, by means of the 
pressure Of the atmosphere. Some need swift motion to enable 
then to overtake their flying prey, and their own want of wings is 
supplied by the help of their webs, which they dart out and sail 
way upon. They who have both to swim and walk, have their 
jindmost legs with commodious joints flat, and bristles on each 
side towards the end, serving far oars to move in the water, and 
then nearer the body are two stiff spikes, enabling them to walk 
when occasion Is.” 

Some have innumerable eyes which are of excellent use for the 
ready seeing and darting at small flies all around them, by which 
they are sustained—or as the v have no neck and cannot move the 
head, the defect is supplied by the inultiplicity of eyes. In Hares 
the two eyes are protuberant, and can take in nearly a whole sphere, 
whereas in Dogs that pursue them, the eyes are set more forward 
inthe head, to look that way more than backward. As by his eyes, 

walso by his olfactory nerves, larger than in other creatures, the 
Hound is aided in his purpose. A Suail sends out its eyes ata dis- 
tance, they being contained in their four horns, so that they can be 
circumvolved here and there. A Mole needs, and therefore has 
very small eyes, which it can withdraw within the hair placed to 
guard them. Every animal has at least two eyes, so that it is pre- 
pared for the misfortune of loosing onc, and yet the object seen is 
sot mulbipled, but appears as one, though seen with two or more 
‘yes. ‘The animals which catch their prey in the Gack, bas 8 
‘hat can take in the fiintest rays of light, and more a ri di: ition from 
the eyes, as you may observe in the domestic Cat.t 

In M: an, the eye is defended by the lid and the iashes, these give 
warning, keep off motes, and shut out excessive light. ‘hey grow 
but to a certain length and need no cutting as many other hairs of 


*Derham. p. 53. + Derham. pp. 90, 91. 98, 94. 100. 101. 106, 108. 109. 110, 36) 














Lectures on the Divine Attributes. 





{ March. 


the body do: their points stand out of the way, and so nicely 4. 
they adapred, they bend apwards ta the top lid, and downward. 
the vader tid. Birds sud Quadiapeds who frequent hedges 4. ; 
lone grass, and whe have vo part ready ike the hand to feud uf 
annoyances, have « more suitable defence than the eyelid, ri ty 
nictating membrane. Fishes have the same, for io the waters 
there is no vecasion to moisten aud wipe the eyes as the lids do.* | 
hove dwelt on the eye, for “terminus well remarks, that there can |) 
no speculative aT jitauy Oue that well surveys this part of thy 
body. 

The means of defence which every creature has, ivterestingh 
illu. trate the divine wisdoul. The ir. -fly by its peculiar prover ' 
trig iteus away its enemies. ‘Phe scetlh of toe Lostoise is» 
guard to the body, acd words a stile retrect to the b ad, ley vad 
tail, ‘Phe Salamander puts out the hottest fire by a thick shiny 
matter. ‘the Serpent by the terror of its poisou protects the wi 
race, aud os it is sufficient, ouly a few of the species are ari, 
with this deadiy weapon. The Crocodile aad the shark are poy- 
erful ma deicace, bot wheu they act o) the offeasive they ore cluded 
With comparative ease, for the one can eatel ouly before it, vot ou 
the side, aad the aout o« the other betag aader, it saust turn be- 
seize, aud thus there is some thine to escape. Al! an. 
sensitiveness at the tip of the finger, the beak, thy 
‘ities geverally, a circumstance witch cov- 


fore can 
mals vee w 
prob cis, OF tae extren 
tributes act o little so their security. 

The vis medicatrts, that ts the provision made by the Diyiy 
Creator, for remedying the deraugements ia the play sical Cu» y 
wie’ disease or accident may Occasion, is very remarkable. — bty 
eve when greatly wounded, often recovers its sigh! Dy means of ‘he 
aqueous humor. Tis huwor betog drawn out for ou expersnent, 
in two days nature resupplied ut, ond the bird saw agaiu.t 

The skill displayed by irrational creatures ta providing for the 
sustenance and shelter of themselves aud their young, counpels us 
to admit that instinct ts superior to reason. No man ever provided 
for bis own family a more suitable house, or for his crop a sale: 
barn, than the Silk-worm anouully prepares for herself. The Ant 
does not relax in, or postpone the work, which not done in the sum- 
mer, cannot be done at all. The Eagle “ makes her nest on th 
high rock, says Job,)” or ske soars almost out of sight that six 
may enlarge her field of vision, and so discover the prey at a vas! 
distance. ‘The Deer stops at a whisper, erects his ears and prepares 
to catch every sound, that he may hurry with his young ones, if dan- 
ger be mgh, to the impenetrable thicket. The Fox feigns himsel 
dead to catch the animals that come to feed on him, or lays his ta! 
on the nest of the Wasp, or of a Crab-fish under water, aud so obtaius 
his prey. To free himself from insects he ges into the water wit! 
a lock of wool in his mouth, which he drops when they have «!! 


retreated to it. 


128, 206, 2 


tDerham, pp. 





*Derham, pp. 239, 241, tDerham, pp. 243, 106, 107. 
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To a few other particulars your attention is invited. The tongue 
of tue Cat (remarks Mr. Renmie) is constructed like a curry comb, 
or a wool card, which serves for lapping milk and filing mivute 
portions of meat trom bones, also for keeping the fur smooth and 
cian. She is often seen iicking smooth, the tur of her kittens. 
fut she bas another similar apparatus, the soft spongy cushion of 
hor feet, which she motsteus with saliva, and therewith brushes her 
head, ears and face, occasionally extending one or more claws to 
comb straight any matted hair that the foot cushion cannot bring 
smooth. The foot of certain flies still more close ‘ly resembles a 
curry comb, and they often brush their wings and head, and also 
one foot by the other. 

“ome parts of the body, as the arms, hands and legs, can be moved 
hy an act of the will, but over other parts, as the heart, stomach 
aud arteries, the will has no coutrol. This distituction marks the 
wisdom of the Divine Creator; forman’s well being, and indeed his 
existing at all required that the will should have the power in the 
specified cases which it does not need as it respects the other parts 
of the body.* But let us look at some other wise arrangements 
in man’s physical economy. 

Children have no teeth, whilst they are not able to use them, but 
to hurt themselves or their mother, but when they can take in sub- 
stantial food, and begin to need teeth for the sake of speech, they 
begin to appear and gradually as they are more and more needed, 
The tongue, teeth and lips subserve his sustenance: the first by 
taste, preveuts what would be noxious, the secoud prepares the food 
for digestion, the third closes the dvor against what the eye or the 
smell rejects, These agents also minister to speech.  T he various 
sounds cannot be made, if either of these agents is wanting. Let 
any man take notice as he pronounces the alphabet, and he will 
perceive how tts sounds are brought about by the lips, the tongue, 
he teeth, the roof of the mouth, or all of these instruments con- 
joined. t The hand is an instrument of help and defence, and of 
conveying ideas to a distance where the voice caunot reach, or when 
the voice has failed, asin the dying hour — It can say to the mourn- 
er be still—ean point to the heaven of hope—inform that the heart 
is engaged in praver, and communicate to the bosom of affection, 
the tender farewell. Do you say it is man’s wisdom which has 
discovered this method of imparting thought? Is not human wis- 
dom derived from the divine, and was tt not the wise Creator who 

upptie «d this useful inctonmontt The countenance ts also an in- 
dex of the mind and heart. ‘* A thing seen or heard that is shame- 
tul, affects the cheeks with modest blushes. If it pleases the fancy 
the muscles of the mouth and face are affected with laughter—a 
‘hing causing sadness demonstrates itself by causing the eyes to 
emit tears, and the muscles of the face to put on a sorrowful aspect 
There is also the sour look produced by anger and hatred—the gay 


"See Nieuwentyt’s Religious Philosopher, Vol. i. p. 322. + Derham, p. 195. 
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and pleasing look accompanying love and hope. With the brow 
(says [’liny) we deny or couscnt, and we shew our pride.” 

_ The great variety of men’s \sccs, voices sud hoad writing, is em- 

inently worthy of remark.*  blad «t been othciw:.o what confusiny 

. — > ’ 

disturbance and mischief, would the world Gave lain under. No 


security could have beca given to our persons, 00 Certainty to ovr 
pessessious, no justice betwee man and man, no distinction be- 
tween friends aud (oes, good and bad. Our courts of justice cay 
testify the dire cileets of mistaking men’s faces, of counierteitins 
their hands und forging writtugs. Surely itis ordered in infinite 
wisdow that every man’s face can distinguish him in the light, his 
voice i the dark, and his hand writing speak for him though absent, 
and be his witness, and secure his contracts in future generations, 

The stamp of divine wisdom on man’s moral nature is evid: nt. 
“Together with selt-love (says Abernethy?) wisely implanted in 
every one, in order to provide for private happiness, God has uni- 
ted men under the general law of benevolence, which attracts free 
agents into a beautiful harmonious society, as by the force of gravity 
bodies are united into a regular connected system. What could be 
better contrived to preserve the common peace, and promote the 
common felicity of a multitude, than to charge every one with the 
care of his fellows, and make his own happiness depend upon it.” 
ft is thus as the poet expresses it, that self-love and social are te 
same. 

But the wisdom of this creature man, manifested in the progress 
of the sciences and the arts, and in so many other ways, what is it 
but a demonstration of the wisdom of his Creator—the underived 
source of all the excellencies of bis creatures. “ The highest im- 
provement, (exce!lently is it remarked by Abernethy,f) and the best 
use of understanding, can never exceed, nor indeed equal the or- 
ginal fountain, from which all knowledge flows; and therefore «he 
wisdom of God is absolutely supreme. Since God only hath “put 
wisdom into the inward parts, and given understanding to the hear,” 
all the measures of wisdom which any created and finite being evn 
attain unto, must needs be inferior to his, for the etfect can neither 
originally have, nor ever possibly arrive to the perfection of the 
voluntary complete cause, nor can their (human) acquirements rise 
to an equality with the Divine understanding: forthe very capacity 
of improvement ts derived from him, the means are under the direc: 
tion of his providence, and the success depends on his good plea- 
sure. And the increase, implies an tmperfection trom which the 
first cause is absolutely free, whose wisdom, as el! the other exccl- 
lencies of his nature, ts inenpvable of any addition or diminution.” 

The re’ation which ¢\ ferent Kingdoms of nature bear to cach 
other, is a very intercstiig Ulustvation of the divine wisdom. The 
mineral is the medteine for the animal, and the material for the arts. 
The vegetable is the fuod 9: ihe animal, which, when the vital prin- 

* Derham, pp. 307, 309. +t Abernethy’s Discourses, Vol. i. p. 270. 
t Abernethy, Vol. i. p. 263. 
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ciple has departed, is in turn the food of the vegetable—an arrange- 
ment peculiarly obvious in the Umbrella plant, in which, innumera- 
ble insects, attracted by its sweet exudation perish, and thus miu- 
ister to the growth of the plant. 

Nothing has been created without a purpose, and that a useful 
one. Even the desert of Arabia, called barren, affords the means 
ot vivification to the egg of the Ostrich, and to that bird in its ear- 
liest days. If auy thing appears useless, it is appearance only. 
Eecause man is ignorant of the use, he presumes there is none. 
Knowledge would, dispel all doubts on the subject. 

—-@5— 
ON SEPARATING THE ANTE-COMMUNION SERVICE FROM THE 
MORNING PRAYER. 


To meet the wishes of some few persons, who have thought our 
services, as prescribed in the Prayer Book, too long; it has been 
said that they might be divided, thus :—Morning prayer, then after 
an interval of an hour or more, the Ante-communion service, fol- 
lowed by the Sermon. It is understood that this accommodating 
arrangement has taken place at a Church in Philadelphia, Some 
persons have supposed that such a division was common in Evgland 
many years ago, and that it is not unusual now. But this is a mis- 
take. The extract pablished below refutes the opinion as to times 
gone by, aud as to the present custom, I am informed by one lately 
from England, that he has noticed in some of the Churches morn- 
ing prayer, and after an interval, the Litany and Ante-communion 
service, but never the latter by itself. One great objection to any 
departure from the received custom of our American Churches is, 
the danger of another and another change. And this is no magin- 
ary fear, for in a late Gambier Observer I find it stated as tollows: 
“On Thursday morning at 9 o’clock, after reading the Ante- 
communion service and the Creed, he (Bishop M’Ilvaine)preached.” 
It is evident that this proceeding if not contrary to the 45th Canon, 
is, as we have shewn above, contrary to the usage in England, 
and altogether new in our country. If Canon 47 which allows a 
Bishop to make a prayer for an extraordinary occasion, authorizes 
this act, | hope it will be understood, that Presbyters and Deacons 
cannot follow the example, but with the express direction of their 
Bishop. The following instructive extract is from page 214 of a 
late work, entitled “A Sketeh of the Reformation in England,” 
by the Rev. J. J. Blunt, “ Perempotrily as some have asserted, 
that our morning service for Sundays consists of three services 
intended for three several hours of prayer, and extravagantly long, 
merely owing to this clumsy consolidation of them all, it would 
not be easy to prove that such division did ever in fact exist. Two 
services probably are united, the Morning Prayer strictly so called, 
being one; the Litany and Communion the other; but that the two 
latter, again were ever separated seems very doubtful, or indeed that 
the first contiuued for any great while after the Reformation to be 
severed from the rest.” 
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ADMONITION AGAINST SABBATH- BREAKING. 
BY THE REV. JAMES STONHOUSE, M.D. 

Neighbour,—The profanation of the Lord’s day, or Christian 

Sabbath, ts become so shamefully common amoug ald ranks avd 
covditions of men, that it is the duty of every one, Who wishes weil 
to his fellow-cliristians, to the rising geueration, anil 10 our County, 
to do all in bis power to awaken aad " reform those who are charse- 
able with it. 

Let me therefore remind you, that, at the creation, God appointed 
one day in seven to be kept holy tor religious purposes 5 that he wus 
required this in the law of Moses, particularly in the fourth cou- 
mavdment; and that it is required likewise in effeet by de.ns 
Cirist. The Lord’s Day, so called in remembrance oi his resir- 
rection On that dav, was kept Aoly by the Aposiles and first Cliis- 
tivns, and in ald Christian nations ever since. It is thereture most 
evidently the duty of every Christian to observe it, as a day of rest 
from work, buying, selling, travelling, except in cases of great and 
unavoidable necessity, and from all kinds of sport and diversions ; 
and he is to employ this day in attending at Church both morning 
and afternoon—in reading the Bible and good books at home—in 
instructing his family—in serious reflections on the duties he ts to 
discharge—on the temptations to which, through the following week 
and future lite, he may be exposed—on what is likely to be his 
doom and state through eterunity—and in earnest prayers to God 
for pardon, assistance, streugth, aud eternal lite, through the merits 
and mediation of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

‘To spend the sacred time in amusement and idleness, or in fre- 
quenting coffee-houses, taverns or ale- houses, and to neglect ‘he 
public and private duties cf the d: ay, is an bigh affront to the 
authority of God, a base, ungrateful return for the love and grace 
of our Saviour; an uuspeakable injury to yourself, to your family, 
and to the nation. It exposes you io the penalties which our laws 
inflict on Sabbath-breakers, and tends to bring the judgments of 
God on our country. It leads you to bed company, to an habit of 
idleness, drunkeuness, extravagance, and so to ruin; as many have 
acknowledged, who have suffered at the place of execution. 
fin ily tends to destroy all serious thought and religious concern, 
to hardenthe heart, and so expose you to everlasting destruction. 

You are therefore, by a// these arguments, ¢ earnestly intreated to 
consider your duty and interest; immediately to leave off this per- 
nicious practice of Sabbath-breaking, aud apply yourselves viger- 
ously to the proper duties of that holy day. It is particularl; 
desired, that the next time you go to Church, you would consider 
the response which you make after the minister hath read the fourth 
commandment; and that it will be base bypocrisy, and a horrid 
insult on the heart-searching God, to beseech him to incline your 
heart to keep that law, unless you are sincerely and fully resolved to 
keep it, The Sabbath, cowfortable reflection! was designed as 
day of blessing: may you never more, by your idlevess, prafine- 
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ness, or any other cause, turn that blessing into a curse.—For death 
will soon close (forever close) the dy of grace and me rey. And, 
if you now neglect, and especially after this faithful warning, * ‘he 
rhings which make for your peace, they will then be hid trom your 
”_ Luke xix. 42—you will then find uo place for repentance. 
—— 
THE PRESENT ASPECT OF PROVIDENCE. 


The following correct and appropriate remarks, relative to the present political 


eves 5 


Jvicuities of our country, are from the Presbyterian. We cordially unite in its 
cluding suggestions. 

We express no opinion as to the wisdom. expediency, or constitu- 
tionality of political measures, either past or in prospect. Itis a 
settled principle with us, not to meddle with Politics, properly so 
called; but placed as watchmen on the wi alls of Zien, we feel un- 
der solemn obligations to sound an alarm when we see unpending 
danger. And if ever a nation was placed in jeopardy of losing its 
most mestimable blessings, these United States are now rapidly ap- 
poaching such acrisis. ‘The cloud which has been gatheriog on 
our horizon, grows blacker and blacker every hour, and seems just 
ready to burst upon us with a flood of miseries which no saya ily 
cin measure, either as to their degree or continuance. And yet 
the people of these middle States have scarcely opened their eyes 
ov the alarming aspeet of Divine Providence — It is entirely beyoud 
our prescribed sphere, even to suggest what political measures 
should be adopted to meet the coming crisis. We leave such things 
to the wisdom of Congress, and to be discussed by professed poli- 
ucians. The views which we desire to give are entirely of a moral 
and religious character; and we entertain the opinion, that at such 
atiwe much depends upon the faith and prayers of the Church. 
Our single object in these remarks i- to stirup Christians to consider 
the danger which hangs over our country, and to unite in earnest 
humble prayer, to the King of kings, and Governor of nations, 
that he would spare this guilty land. 

ls it not expedient, yea au urgent duty, at such times, for all re- 
livious societies, and ecclesiastical bodies of every denomination, to 
appoint a day of humiliation, fasting and prayer, in relation to the 
warnings of Providence? Lf some plan could be devised, by which 
all Christians might unite their supplications on the same day, it 
would be desirable: but as such concert would require considerable 
tne for correspondence, it :s respectfully proposed, that every con- 
gregation appoint such a day for its own members, without delay. 
“Who can tell if God will turn and repent and turn away from his 
lierce anger, that we perish not?” And “let the priests, the min- 
isters of the Lord, weep between the porch and the altar, and let 
them say, ~pare thy people, O Lord, and give not thine heritage to 
eproach.”’—Jonah iu. 9. Joel ri. 17. 
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POETRY. 


A FAST-DAY HYMN, 
BY THE REV. JOHN NEWTON. 
CONFESSION AND PRAYER, — Dec. 13, 1776, 
Oh may the pow’r which melts the rock, | But ah! both heav’n and earth have hear. 





Be felt by all assembled here! Our vile requital of his love! 
Or else our service will but mock We, whom lke children he has rear’g. 
The God whom we protess to tear! Rebels against his goodness prove, 


| 
Lord, while thy judgmentssbake the land, | His grace despis'd, his power defy 
judg j d, 


Thy people's eyes are fixed on thee! And legions of the biackest crimes. 
We own thy just uplifted hand, Profaneness, riot, lust and pride, 
Which thousands cannot, will net see. | Are signs that mark the present times, 


How long hast thou bestow'd thy care |The Lord displeas’d, has rais'd his rod 
£ y ] d 


On this indule’d ungrateful spot; Ah, where are now the taithtul tew 
While other nations, far and near, Who tremble for the ark of God, 
Have envy’d and admir’d oar lot. And know what Israel ought to do? 
Here peace and liberty have dwelt, Lord, hear thy people ev'ry where, 
The glorious gospel brightly shoue ; Who meet to mourn, contess, and pray 
And oft our enemies have felt The nation and thy Churches spare, — 





That God has made our cause his own. | And let thy wrath be turned away. 


—~>- 
From the Churchman. 
WHITE. 


** Clarum et venerabile nomen.” 





it was a consecrated place, And well the thoughts that o'er thee 

And thought still lingers there, Might be of triumph high, [stole 
Where first I saw thee faee to fave, Like those which swell’d the patrich’s 

And heard thy voice in prayer. When he desir’d to die. [soul 
Though thousands throng’d each long 

I dwell upon thy mien, [drawn aisle, | For lo! the vine thy hand did plant, 
As though alone it fill’d the pile, Extends its grateful shade, 

So saintly and serene. Where every tired inhal :tant 

May sit, nor be afraid. 

And there, array’d on either hand, Its fair succession spreads apace, 

A goodly sight to see, Till scarce the land has room, 
Rose up our apostolic band, Foretold, like erst a kingly race, 

A glorious company. To “stretch till crack of doom.” 
And still I deem that hour most blest, 

When round the shrine they stood. O may thy light which lingers yet. 
With thee, the father of the rest, Long, to our wishes fond, 

A holy brotherhood, Give promise by its glorious set, 

Of better things beyond. 
Age had foreborne thy frame to bow, A happy fate, old man, be thine, 
hine eye, without eclipse Deserving of thy fame, 

Seem’d ready, like thy reverend brow, | And robes reserved in worlds divine 

For Heaven's apocalypse ; As pure as thine own name! 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Acknowledgment.—We have to ackuowledge the libe rality of a 
“Li man,” the same recognized on a former occasion, who ha: 
sent the amount ior O copies of the Gospel Messenve r, as he says 
“for the encouragement of our work.” : 


Convention of South-Carolina.—The 45ith Annual Convention 
{the Church in this diocese, was held in Charleston, on the 13th 
wd Mth days of February last. There were present, the Bishop, 
| Priests, and 15 Lay-Dele gates; being the smallest lay repre- 
sentation we have had for several years. The very interesting ad- 
dress of the Bishop, will be found in our present number. But 
litle other than the usual business was transacted. ‘The Bishop i: 
vr-oficio President of the Convention, and the Rev. Dr. Dalcho, was 
unanimously re-elected Secretary and Treasurer. We give the 
following abstract, until the Journal is published. The Standing 
Committee for the present year, cons'.'s of the Rev. Dr. Gadsden: 
the Rev) Mr. Gervais; the Rev. Dr. Dalcho; the Rev. A. Gibbes: 
the Rev. Mr. Hanckel; Mr. gto Alexander; Mr. Thoma: 
Lowndes; Major S. Wragg; Mr. James Jervey; Mr. Joshua W. 
Toomer. 

The following Delegates were appointed to represent the Church 
n this diocese, in the next General Convention: the Rev. Dr. 
Gadsden; the Rev. Mr. Thomas; the Rev. Mr. ‘Taylor; the Kev. 
Mr. Haneckel; Mr. William Heyward; Mr. Thomas Lowndes ; 
Mr. John Potter; Mr. R. J. Turnbull. 

An interesting report was made by the Committee on the Gene- 
ral Theological Seminary; and several resolutions on the subject 
were adopted. The Comunittee express their deep gratitude to God 
lor the present condition and prospects of the Seminary, and com- 
wend it to the constant prayers and vigilance, and affections, and 
services of the whole Church; and invite the pious and the liberal 
(0 appropriate a portion of their charity fund to the wants of the 
stitution. ‘he parochial Clergy are requested to collect from 


each communicant in their respective congregations, the sum of 


twenty-five cents, in aid of the important object of lessening the 
wants of Seminary. A resolution was likewise adopted, request- 


ing the members of our Church, to contribute to the increase of 


‘Bishop Bowen” Scholarship, instituted by the Convention. 

The parochial Clergy are required to give notice in their seve- 
ral Churehes, on the Sunday preceding the meeting of the Con- 
vention, that divine service and a sermon, may be expected every 
‘ay during the sitting of the Convention ; and Preachers were ac- 
‘ordingly appointed for the ensuing year. 

A letter was read by the Bishop, from the Se cretary of the House 
of Clerical and Lay-Deputies, on a proposed amendment of the 
second Article of the Constitution. 
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Society for the advancement of Christianity in S. C.—The Ajyj. 
versary was celebrated at St. Michael’s, ou the 12th of Februar, 
Atter divine service and a Sermou from Acts xvii. 2, by the "hal 
Pinlip Gadsden, Rector of St Paul’s, Stono; the annual Report 
was read, and the following Officers e Me ‘cted: 

Rt. Rev. Dr. Bowen, President; Mr. Thomas Lowndes, Vico. 
President; Mr. James Jervey, Recording Secretary; Rev. Py) 
Trapier, Corresponding Seeretary. Trustees, Rev. C. E. Gadsdey. 
P. T. Gervais, BF. Dilceho, C. oy A. Gibbes; and Messrs. 
R. J. ‘Purnbull, Henry Deas, T. W. Bacot, Elias Horry, J. x, 
Cogdeil, C. J. Coleock, and S. Wrag At a meeting of the Board 
of T rustees, Thomas ae % Wiis “re-e ‘lected Treasurer, and oy 
the Book Committee, Rev. F. Dalcho, Rev. C. Hanuckel, and Mr. 


i. Horry and Mr. P. J. Shand. 

Pro. Episcopal Missionary Society, composed of Young Men and 
others. —The Auniverary meeting was held on the loth February. 
Ouly one Missionary station has been aided during the vear, bu: 
the receipts having increased, the Society will be able, if a Missiou- 

| 


ary can be obtained, to do something during the coming year. Ty 
usual Officers were elected. 


Diocesan Sunday School Society.—At the Anniversary meeting 
of the Dioces: in sunday School Society of Sourh-C: arolina, held 
at St. Stephen’s Chapel on Monday the 18th February, 1833, 

7 welock P. M. Present. The Rev. Mr. A. Gibbes in the Chair 
. W. Mitchell, acting Secretary. 

The Meeting was opened with a prayer by the Chair, after whict 
the R port of the Board of Minagers was read. It was resolved 
that the Report be published by the Board under their direction, 
with such further amendments as they may deem expedient. 

Resolved, that the Corresponding Secretary be requested to writ’ 
to the Rectors of the Parishes, having Schools not auxiliary, urgiug 
upon them the advantages of becoming auxiliary to our Society. 

Resolved, that the Diocesan Sunday School Society be, and the 
same is hereby commended to the patronage of Episcopalians 
throughout the Diocese: and that any contributions received, bv 
put atthe disposal of the Board, for the promotion of Sunday 
Schools generally throughout the Diocese. 

Resolved, that the proceedings of this meeting be published 
the Gospel Messenger. The following persons were then elected 
as the Board of Managers for the ensuing year: 

The Bishop of the Diocese, ex-officio President; Clergymen bas 
ing Auxiliary Societies and Schools, ex-officio Vice Presidents ; |! 
Superintendents of Auxiliary Schools, ex-officio, (and 12 others 
Managers. After prayer by the Chair, the Society then adjourned. 


Pennsylvania.—The 21st annual report of the ‘ Society for tl 
advancement of Christianity” in this diocese, states that there ar 
2 annual subscribers who have paid, some have increased tiie! 
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subscriptions to twenty or twenty-five dollars annually for 6 years. 
Vhe whole amount of receipts was $2304. Fifieeun Missionaries 
hive b en employed during the year, and six young men assisted in 
yraining education, with a view to the Ministry. They have three 
yeticiaries at the General Theological Seminary. 


Ur 


be 


ois 
New- Vork.—Extracts from: the Journal of the Convention of this 
jiocese, contiuued from our last (p. 62). * The congregation of 
<=. Like’s, Rochester) is divided into twelve sections, containing in 
the fomlies most coutiguous to each other, and numbered 


on one upward, These sections are made to facilitate two kinds 
of parochial tutercourse. ‘The first, that of visiting from house to 
hoise, distinguished by the name of family visits; the other that 
of assembling the members of each collectively, in some house in 
Hie section, to which the appellation has been assigued of pustoral 
sis. Avery shght notice on each Sunday that the * family 
visits” wall & on such days, in such sections, prepares every indi- 

ilual to receive the clergyman. Time is not only saved, the indi- 
ridu ifs heel at home, but what is much more important. prepared 
in the domestic arrangements so as to allow of that conversatioa 
uid frequently religious exercises with the assembled family, which 
isso pmportant, and under ordmary circumstances so difficult to at- 
tain. ‘The principal o ject of the * pastoral vists” is to bring the 
members of the Church, living in the same neighbourhood, into an 
acquaintance with each other. They are occupred partly by con- 
versation, aud partly by religious services, conducted entirely by 
the Rector, of exposition of the scriptures, prayer, &c. The Epis- 
tle forthe week has during the past year been made the subject of 
comment. Any poor or sick, known to require relief, are named, 
and commended to the attention of the section. 

“Two of the sections receive family visits, and two united a pas- 
toral visit weekly ; and by this means each family in a large con- 

recation, if the engagements be kept, may have parochial inter- 
course with their pastor once in three wee ‘ks. 

“During Lent, on the ordinary occasions of public service at that 
eason, sixteen lectures, expository and practical, on the book of Com- 

m Prayer, were delivered: a printed list of the subjects having 
been at the commencement prepared for the congregation. The 
Rector has reason to hope that they were productive of good re- 
sults for the interest of the Church, and the piety of his people.” 

“St. Clement’s Church, New-York, has been opened daily for 
prayers during the prevalence of the pestilence, and the primitive 
practice of the celebration of the holy Communion every Suaday 
las been found attended with highly beneficial results. 

‘A parish library has been commenced with about 80 volumes, 

a kind contribution to which of some valuable books from the vene- 
rable Archdeacon Wix is here very gatefully acknowledged. ‘The 
Sunday School has not relaxed its exertions during even the worst 
of the sickness, and not one scholar has been lost by death. 
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“The Rev. Antoine Verren, Rector of the French Church du s; 
Esprit, reports that the congregation of that Church has sold, jy 
the past year, the Church edifice which it formerly occupied jy 
Pine-street. That ancient monument, erected [28 years since by 
the Huguenot Refugees from France, exists no longer. It is abou 
to be replaced by a building, simple, but noble, in its architecture. 
That building would have been erected by this time, had not the 
terrible disease which has this summer visitedour country and des. 
olated so many families, prevented.” 2. With the sanction 
of the Bishop of the diocese he has revised and corrected the trans. 
lation of the Book of Common Praver ased in the congregation 
since its uno with the Protestant Episcopal Church.” 

In St. Luke’s, New-York, there has been daily morning prayers 
from E.vster to the Ist of September, to which daily eve NING servic 
was added during July and August. 

St. Perer’s, New-York; “the Sunday School, which owes its 
origin and past success tothe indefatigable and praiseworthy labors 
of the students of the General Theological Seminary, is now tauglit 
in the basement room of the chapel, which has beeu fitted by the 
Vestry expressly for this purpose, and is under the general supervi- 
sion of the Rector, At the last report it numbered 37 teachers (22 
of which are students) and 417 scholars. Counected with the 
school is a Mite Society. The unobtrusive labours of the benevo- 
lent individuals who have devoted themselves to its management, 
have been the means of relieving much misery and distress in ow 
neighbourhood, and particularly among the families of the Sunda 
School children. 

“The parish is much indebted to a number of the students fu 
their truly valuable services in conducting the music of the sane- 
tuary.” 

St. Thomas, New-York, “the endowment of $2500 for a scho- 
larship at the General Theological Seminary is completed, and a 
beneficiary is now assisted by it A valuable library of 200. yol- 
umes, is deposited in te room at the Seminary appropriated for the 
beneficiary of this Scholarship. It was purchased chiefly by th 
ladies of the Congregation. 

City Mission New- York.—The second Anniversary was celebra 
ted on the 10th of January. There was an exhibition in the Church 
of the Infant School. Peter A Jay Esq. in addressing the meeting 
spoke of the “high Christion duty of * preaching the Gospel to the 
poor,’ —and drew his arguments upon this point, from the reply ot 
our Lord to the messengers of the Baptist. That He was the dis- 
penser of spiritual blessings to the poor,—was enumerated by the 
Saviour himself among the characteristics which should approve 
him to his forerunner and his disciples to be the very Christ. The 
same characteristic should mark his followers. Mr. Jay felt that 
arguments drawn from the scriptures might perhaps suffer in 
the hands of alayman He proceeded to advocate the claims of 
the Society to general support, upon other grounds. It appealed 
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to the lover of social order, of the security and permanence of our 
civil institutiues. The diffusion and cultivation of pure religious 

rinciple among the mass of our population is, he remarked, indis- 

pensable to the preservation of this republic, admirably coustituted 

as itis. bvery citizen, of whatever character has here an equal 

share in controlling the public administration of affairs. Lntelli- 
geuce,—mere knowledge—human science, is—and who will not; 

rejoice at it—extending its hght through every corner of the land 

—power is thus conferred,— mighty for good, or terrible bevond 

conception for evil. To be a blessing to the country, a controlling 
influence must be mingled with this intelligence ;—men must be 

made virtuous, they must be subjected to the sway of religious prin- 

ciple,—or inevitable confusion and ruin must be the speedy issue. 
The security of property, of individual rights and social enjoy- 
ments, demands vigorous effort in the support of such schemes as 
by the wise and good may be devised, for the infusion of this neces- 
sary leaven into the growing mass of intelligence. 

The Rev. Mr. Cutler spoke “ Of the rifeness of infidelity,—and 
the fact that it resides in,-—not the dregs of society, but a higher, 
more interesting and—if continuing infidel, more formidable class, 
—the rising artisans and mechanics—and youth of tnquiring men- 
tal habits, but left to the independent pursuit of such knowledge as 
is most congenial to the natural taste; and gave at length the con- 
victions which observation had formed tu his mind upon the subject. 
He regarded the opening of free-churches,—and affording frequent 
opportunities to attend the judicious presentation of divine truth, as 
the most effectual and best mode of combating and subduing the 
alarming evil in question.” 

In the report, the Enfant School held in the basement story of 
the Mission Church it is said is regularly visited by a cominittee of 
ladies, and te have had during the two years since the Society was 
formed 422 Scholars, average attendence 130, Teachers 3. In the 
Sunday School, ‘Teachers 36; Scholars 398. In the Church, Com- 
muoicants 115; Confirmed 15, Baptised 48. Distributed by the 
Missionary among the poor, $1200; visits by him in the year, 955, 

Extracts from the Journal of the missionary (Rev. Mr. Cutler.) 
The account of a week :—“ Preached two sermons in the Mission 
Church on Sunday—attended three funerals during the week, which 
occupied three afternocns—preacied a lecture at the mission 
Church on Thursday night, wrete a paper for the Churchman on 
the City Mission, and made thirty visits for the Society. I endea- 
voured to comfort a poor widow, No. 1 Ludlow-street; instructed 
a sick widow, 35 Oak-street; found a place for the son of another 
widow at a brush factory, 357 Pearl-street; made exertions to hire 
a room for a poor widow whose husband was drowned, (29 Monroe- 
street); reproved seriously a female communicant for intemper- 
ance: addressed a group of children, at a funeral, (224 Cherry- 
street)—relieved, by alms, a sick widow, a poor widow, and a poor 
stranger. 
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Bought a month’s bread for a destitute family—advised with 
poor woman in a cellar, who wished to part with au intemper te 
husband—called and conversed, and prayed with a new commuyi- 
cant of the Mission Church in a eceller, No. 65 Catharine-stieai eo 
called upon one of our Sunday School teachers, and attended the 
anniversary of the New-York Protestant Episcopal Sunday School 
Union, in St. John’s Chapel. 

I make this littl memorandum, not because IT wish to magnify 
my poor services; forthe imperfection of which, the Lord forgive 
me for his Son’s eas ; but because there may be some persons who 
think this is not a mission to the peor. 

I proceed to notice cases, which are among the most interesting 
that have come under my observation. 

I. The case of — ; a young woman, now a teacher 
of the Sunday School of the Mission Church, and also a commu- 
picant, 

M. N. was left an orphan—was put out to service—sent to Trinity 
Chureh Sunday School—remained there three years—weut te learn 
a trade— negle cted re ligion—two years afierw ards some thing avwa- 
kened her attention to the subject ; i became thoughtful—at this 
time heard of the Mission Church, went, became serious, desired 
confirmation, and is now, Etrust, a Christian in the road to heaven. 

Her sister, two years younger, Was also put to service — was not 
sent to Sunday School—soon beeame unprofitable; went from 
place to place, and is now, at 17 years of age, in a very diferent 
course of lite. 

Where shall our Sunday School scholars, who are poor, go to 
public worship after they get beyond Sunday School instruction? 
Most natur Alls to a free Church. 

HI. The case of —— and ——-; a mother and a daughter 
pow communicants of the Mission Church. 

At the lecture last Thursday evening, (March 29,) I happened to 
stop after the meeting was dismissed, to converse with a poor wo- 
man, Who had disturbed us dusing the service by groaning aloud. 

After speaking mildly and ki: idly to her, a young woman who 
was near me said, “1 wish, Mr. ———, you would call and see my 
mother.” ‘ What is her name?” IT replied, “ where does she live! 
—very well.” The next day I called, and was received by a very 
respectable middle aged woman, who conducted me to a decent 
parior on the first oor, furnished plainly but with care. After sit- 
ting down I said, “ your daughter, | presume, asked me to call and 








see vou.” © Yes, Mr. ; | hope you will excuse the liberty. 
1 wished to see you, net only on my own account, but on account 
of my daughter.” A litle pause ensued ; I inquired, ** Do you go 


to the Mission Church?” Yes, Sir.” “ How long have you been 
there?” ‘Ever since it was opened.” ‘Did you attend any Epis- 
copal Church in the city before 7” No, Sir.” “ Have you been 
brought up Church people?” “ No, Sir; we were brought up 
‘friends ;’ but for some years past we have felt an interest in the 
Episcopal Church.” ‘‘ How long have you been in this city!’ 
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« About a year anda half.” ** And have you not attended any E,pis- 
copal Church?” “No, Sir; not in the day time.” Why worl” 
“Because Thad po seat, and we could not afford to hire one.” 
“* Exeuse my asking these questions; I have a particular reason for 
i. What is your husband i” “He is a City ,avery kind 
husband; but we bave lived in retirement from wotives of ecouons 

« Where you glad when you heard that the Mission Church was 
ope ned?’ ‘Tears were the first answer, *O yes, Sir!” 

‘ Well,” said L, “cow let me inquire about your religious fe |- 
ings.” =** Why, Mr. » lL hope Tama Christian. bE have bead 
nothing else to comfort me, but my religion. But I have never b en 
haptised—L wish to come forward to baptism ; and, Sir, my daughter 
goes also.” 

j then examined Mrs. M. about her repentance towards God, «nd 
fitnimour Lerd Jesus Christ; and feeling a hope thatthe work of 
sulvation Was commenced, although L could perceive it had been 
wach impeded by veglecting the means of grace, I gave her eu- 
cursgenment. She left the room, aud brought tn her d aghter. 
“Well,” said I, “I have come to see your motier, and she tells me, 
that you have truly repented of your sins.” “I hope I bave.” 
“It you have, it will show itself by fruits. Have you been led to 
road your Bible? Have you tn prayer to God spoken to tim with 

row for vour sins, and asked his gp ior Chiist’s sake ? 
iow do you feel now when to comp. with your young “On = 
pions! Do you feel that they need sony nats which the v have nowt? 

“For about a month I have felt so, Sir.” “* Why a mouth?” The 
mother then said with tears, “I lost a sweet little citid ubout a 
mouth agomand M has been serious ever since.” 

After fursher conversation, | went to prayer with them—and in- 
timating that they might be baptized on an early Sunday, | took 
my leave. 

Muay not the Mission-church draw, from a dangerous re trement, 
many such families as this, which might otherwise be lest, o. least 
toour Church? Irreligion is not only a deficiency, but a eo se; 
and you must restore the subject to health, before he is aware of the 
value of your medicine. 

oni 
NEW PUB .i CATION. 

A Pastoral Letter to the Clergy and Members of the Protestant Fpiscopal Church 

ithe United Stotes of America from the Bishops of the same. assentied in Gen ral 


Convadion, in the City of New-York, October, 1892 —This is t piseopal counsel 


addressed not to mankind in general, or their fellow-citizens of «11 the “tates of 
any particular State but to ‘the fellow members of their communion,” Christian mi- 
ustersand Laymen Attention is called “*to some subjer ts, contemplated by us as im- 
portant to the spiritual interests of the members of the Church. We shall pursue 
‘his plan on the present occasion; and the subjects which we select, are the rela- 
tions in which we stand to the civil government of our cou try, to professing 
Christians of other denominations, and to the world at lurge.” A part of the 
ome is historical. It mentions that, since the last General Convention, two 
Gioceses (Alabama and Michigan) have been added to our ecclesiastical con- 
Pegitan. § three Bishops have departed this life, four Bishops have been added to 
® number, the General Missionary Society has been “zealously and carefully, 
ind not without considera! le eifect.”’ managed, an‘? its funds have increased, the 


Theological Seminary is conducted with ability and efficiency, and (he only cir 
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cumstance te be regretted is that its annual receipts fall short of its annual expen 
ditures, but that $2,000 to be paid within five years have been bequeathed to \ 
by George Lorillard of New-York.— As to Ohio, that “ Episcopal! superintendance 
having been entirely withdrawn trom it, the cause of religion required the restor 
ing of it by the measure” of consenting to bish.p M'Lvaine’s consecration, thy 
acanon “to prevent hasty and irequent resignations” of Bishops had been pass 
ed, and that the Bishops disapprove of the “ necessary connexion between \p 
presidency of Gambier College and the episcopacy of the diocese.” A selec; - 
of Psalms in metre has been authorized—a south western diocese recommended 
to consist of Louisiana, Alabama and Mississippi. to enable them to have a bishop 
each diocese by itself vot having the canonical number of Clergy—a new transis. 
tion into French of our liturgy has been sanctioned, aud published—the proper 
ee at communion pointed out—the Canons reviewed and enlarged—ti, 

ishops lament the deficiency of Clergymen and invite to the prayer that “<j 
Lord of the harvest would send forth labourers into his harvest. 

I. With respect to a Christian’s duty to civil governmeut—the letter says “beins 
desirous of committing every such question, so tar as the morality of action ic 
concerned, to a rule which we cannot express better than in the words of an ep). 
nent bishop of the Church of England,* where he says, ‘the Scriptures stoyg 
clear of all disputes about the rights of princes and subjects'—of course, of those 
of republican rulers and their teliow-citizens—* so that such disputes must be lett io 
be decided by the principles of natural equity, aud the constitution of the couy 
wy."” 

“It is not intended to deny the right of every individual of our combined com. 
monwealth, guaranteedto h.mby ts constitution, of expressing his opinions c 
ceruing public measures and public men, provided it be done under the contro: of 
justice and of charity.” » «+ +» « “Om various occasions, and in various 
Ways, our national legislature has manifested its sense of the obligation of thos 
provisions contained in the several constitutions of the individual States, which 
presume the Christian religion to be a part of the law ot the land. But this es. 
tablishment is of such a liberal cast, as secures freedom of profession and of wor. 
ship to every denomimation of Clristians, living in obedience to the laws. Itis the 
duty ot every member of this Church, to sustai by the weight of his character 
whatever it may be, this spirit of our institutions and to tr nsmit it to posterity 
But itis a duty not intertering with the right of those who govern, to acknow levze 
Gop in his providential dealings to our uation; and this on the terms of a code 
which, from the time of the settiement of the colonies, and to this day in their la'e 
character of States, has been sanctioned by public law, and by the public voice 
As government thus holds out its suppert to ‘he profession of religion, and to the 
pertormance of its devotional exercises, there is the grearer reason for submission 
to what public authority may ordain; and for requiring of the clergy in particula 
thatim their ministrations, they apply the sanctions of religion to the sustaining of 
peace and order in the community, contormably to the injunction of the ape tle 
to be ‘subject not only tor wrath, but also for conscience sake ’”’ 

“Owing to the imperteetion of human aflairs, there is no blessing without i 
peculiar dangers. ‘This is especially true, in reterence to the right possessed by the 
American citizen, of giving his voice in the choice of the persons by whom the 
government of the country is to be administered. Far be the thought of denying 
or of prescribing limits to the exercise of this right: but while, as a Christian man 
he should conduct himself in it ander the sense of his responsibility to Gop; thy 
is a principle which wil keep him ata distance from all the unworthy arts, from al! 
the angry contention, and trom all tne slander, sometimes practised ; and from al 
those acts of violence which too often characterize popular elections. arming bo» 
tile parties with enmities which go along with them into all the relations ot lite 
and may, ultimately, render insecure the privileges which they abuse — For the 
exercise of them to the prosperity and the honor of our common country, aud col 
sistently with the precepts of our holy religion, they should never be in contrariety 
to the end of it, announced by its adorable author, that of ‘peace and good wi! 
to men.’” 

ll. As to our duty to ‘other denominations of Christians,”’ the letter says’ 
“ All being equally allowed to worship Gop, in such public exercises as they most 
approve of, this is a motive to mutual forbearance ; although not at the cost of pre 
venting decided testimony, given, as an apostie has required, ‘with meekness 4° 


* Bishop Sherlock’s Discoarse, p. 13. 
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fear,’ against whatever we hold to be contrary to the faith or to the morals of the 
Gospel; W hether its holy declarations be di ected to the dete: ve of >the foundation, 
otverthan which no man can lay;’ or against those who build on it, not ‘the gold, 
the silver, and the precious stones,’ of evangelical truth, but, ‘the wood, the hay, 
and the stubble’ of humae weakness. 

it ought to be a sufficient motive of a tolerating and conciliatory policy, of re- 
ligious denominations to one another, that they may see before them an enemy in 
that spirit of infidelity which levels its arts at the root of their common faith, and 
without denying the existence of human duty, would do away the sanction of it 
in the revealed will of Gop’ 

With respect to instruction on the distinclire principles of the Episcopal Chareh, 
the lette’ says: “Such instruction is a duty, and may be without any of the se- 
verity in language and in manner, which give occasion for the charge ot a secta 
rian spirit. Perhaps the object may be the best accomplished, by lectures detach- 
ed from the ordinary course of sermons, and coincident with preparing tor the 
ordinance of Confirmation. It is not, that the same subjects should be ‘nterdicted 
from the ordinary exercises of the pulpit, especially when they present themselves 
incidentally But itis a department, in which the matier is overdone, should a 
proportion Of a congregation have cause to complain, that the bread of lite is with 
holden trom them, to give place to discussions, which rather concern the outward 
jiscipline of the Church, than the truths to be protected by it; and especially 
when the eis no appearance of a call for the other, in the threatening of resistance 
avainst the ecclesiastical authority, or against the reasonableness, of our services.’ 

. . “There are often persons of other denominations, who, with the con- 
currence of some, perhaps well meaning, but, as we think, mistaken. members of 
our Chureh, are farward in pr ijecting, and in carrying into operation, expedients 
of combination, for the inculceating of what they think the only essential truths of 
the Gospel, detached from the diversities which characterize the discords it 
theories; and as they suppose, may be lost sight of, in the common object ot 
evangetical instruction. Against such amalgamation, we hold ourselves boand in 
conscience, to declare our decided disapprobation. ist, We do not perceive, that a 
minister of the Gospel can lawtully bind himself under the tie of a voluntary asso 
ciation intended to cover with the mantle of silence, any matter resting on gospel 
verity, and contributing to the sustaining of it; especially when he is bound to ineul- 
cate the same, by an obligation laid on him in the promises made at his ordination on 
every occasion, opening a prospect of doing so with suecess 2dly. So far as the 
experience and observation of the most of us have extended, in relation to the 
associations now contemplated, the assurances pledged hy them are not generally 
fulfilled. \ sectarian spirit has sometimes showed its head. Individuals of them 
and sometimes the associated bodies, perhaps unconsciously, have introduced into 
their acts some matters in contrariety to the known tenets of the Episcopal 
Church; the members of which are thus insensibly drawn to set light by the 
doctrines of her communion. Sdly It has the effect of bringing into view such 
tigated points in unorganized Christian intercourse, and in the courteous inter- 
change of the civil'ties of social liie, as tend to the generating of angry feelings 
It isa much better exnedient for the maintaining of peace and of friendly offices 
among different denominations that eacl. of them should sustain the cause of Gop 
and of godliness, by such means as are presented by their peculiar organizations 
exercising toward every other, all the forbearance and all the charity, which may 
reasonably be exacted by a regard to the fallibility of the human understanding 
and by the workings of unperceived prejudice, in ourselves. and in others with 
whom we have to do; and all the esteem which may be thought due to any Virtues 
which they may possess, or to any good dee ‘s which they may perform. This is 
acpoomes of charity, which may be maintained without the abandonment of prin- 
ciple. 

lil. Asto the duty of our members to the “world at large:” “If, in the minds 
of some, the energies of our Communion would be the most advantageously 
limited to them; the opinion is the result, not of indifference to the other object, 
but of the yet existing circumstances of this Church, and to cease with them. 
Still there ought not, perhaps, to be put out of view the need of a reasonable 
share of attention to more distant exigencies; which has been seen to have been 
bound on us by the express command of the adorable Author of our religion; and 
when there is contemplated the end of all exertions in the boly canse—the hasten 
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ing of the time which will assuredly be brought about by the providence of (Go, 
although not without the instrumentality of human means, when, ‘the earth shqij 
he covered with the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea’ |; 
even probable, that the putting forth of our endeavours to the extent which the 
wisdom of God has directed, will be the mean oi securing his blessing within ti, 
more limited sphere, to which we may be tempted to confine them. We shy 
hereby sustain the character of a Christian Church; any defalcation from whic) 
ina single point, may have the effect of lowering our whole system in that pubji 
Opinion, which is necessary to an extensive usefulness ”’ 

Conclusion, * Both clergy and laity may be told, that we shall in vain claim the 
character of a Church distinguished by the soundness of its institutions and to by 
so acknowledged by the world, it they are seen to be inoperative in practice.” 

 ——-— - 
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EPISCOP A? ACTS. 
ORDINATIONS. 

By the Right Rev. Dr. Bowen, Bishop of the P. E Church, in South Carolina— 
On Wednesday. February 13, 1°33, in St. Michael's Church, Charleston, the Kev 
Alexander Glennie, Deacon, was admitted to the Holy Order of Priests. 

By the Right Rev, Dr Smith. Bishop of the PE. Church in Kentucky.—On 
Sunday, January 6, 1833, in Christ Chureh, Lexington, Mr. Erastus Burr, wa 
admitted to the Holy Order of Deacons. 

By the Right Rev. Dr. B T. Ond: rdonk, Bishop of the P. E. Church in New- York — 
On Thursday, January 17, 1833. in St. Clement's Church, N. ¥. the Rev George 
Fiske. Deacon, was admitted to the Holy Order of Priests. 

By the Rigit Kev Dr. Brownell, Bishop of the P. E. Church in Connecticut — 
On Thursday, January 17, 1833, in Christ Church, Watertown, the Rev. Allen C. 
Morgan. and tne Rev David 8. Tomlinson, Deacons, were admitted to the Holy 


Order of Priests 
CONSECRATION OF CHURCHES. : 
By the Right Rev. Dr H. U Onderdonk, Assistant Bishop of the P. E. Church im 
Pennsylvanin.—On Friday, December 7, 1832, Christ Church, Pottsgrove, Penn 
was consecrated to the Christian worship of Almighty God. 


CALENDAR FOR MARCH. 


3. Seeend Sunday in Lent, 24. Fifth Sunday in Lent, 
10. Third Sunday in Lent, 25. Annunciation Blessed Virgin Mary. 
17. Fourth Sunday in Lent. 31. Palm Sunday- 





